NAVIGATE IN THE FOG LIKE AN EXPERT

TALL SHIPS VISIT JACKSONVILLE | 11 MUST-CARRY SAFETY ITEMS (AND THEY'RE CHEAP)
« Thousands of used boats Hundreds of waterfront homes -
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By Jim Flannery .

~ GEHIGH WHITLR

The Albury family has budlt boats for 200 years in
the Balmmas an Man O War Cay, and now American
Jell Lichierman has acquirecd a license from Albury
Brothers Boats to build dts sought-after center comnsoke
ruecalwots for the LS. market in Riviera Beach, Fla,

I always admdred the Alburys' boats,” says Lichter
mwan, 4 cruiser and frequent visitor to Man O War
Cay. I have watched Willard and his Kids baikd Bosis.
[ always wanted one. | could never ol one.,”

The Allburys build 12 boats a year an their yard on the
iy cay (it's just a LAmile wide amnd taeo miles bong
across from Marsh Harbsor in the Alsecos islamds. Many
bocal fizhermen, sporntfishing guides and residenis own
.‘|.||'r|,|q runaboants, and i sticady seream af oarisis wiso
visit Man O War see the Alburys working in thedr shop
aned ask il they can buy one. Williand Albury usually has
v say, Mo, mod righin now. We've pot o walting lise.

Albury, who has been building boats for 45 years,
savs the small shop simply can't keep up with demand,

When Lichierman asked if Albury would consider li-
censing construction of his 20- and 23footers in the
United States, Albuary agreed, but Lichierman had po
assure him e would keep it the same traditional Boat,

The Alburys are descendants of British lovalises
whao fled the American colonies after the Revolution-

ary War, as are many of the Abacos families, The
transplanted Mew Englanders became notable
builders of island sloops, lishing smacks and
schooners in native mahogany and Abaco pine.

B ;
Bahamian boatbuiiders Willard Albury (second Iram
- right) and sons Donnie (far left) and Jamie (far right)
. have gone into partmership with Florida resident Jeff
Lichterman [s=cond from left).
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Man 0" War Cay fer the past 200 years.

Willard's father, Maurice, started building sailing
dinghies for spongers in the 1920s, His sons, Wikl
and Benny, took over the Gmily business in 1952,
g it Albury Brothers Boats, In 1960 they shifted
their proiuction to owthoan] runaboats for kol fish-
crmen. The brothers built the boats in woood with ma-
hogamny ribs and pine planking until the stands of tm-
ber on Great Abluco where Ilu':.' cut their wood sue-
cumbed o the saws of 3 lumbering operation. With-
oant a kocal source of lumber, they staried building in
fibergloss in 19,

Benny dicd two years ago, and today Wilkard builds
wilth soms Dosnie and Jamic. The Alburys also oper-
ate i dock and canvas business, and cousin Joe s Qe
mous for his sailing dinghies and carved half models,

The mokd for the fiberglass Albury hull was taken
directly from ane of Albury Brothers' woosd huolks, =0t
is a boat of owr design,” Albury says, “Dad started it
and we developsed it umtil you get wherne it is oday,”

It is a modified vee-hull designed 1o ke fishermen
20 miles offshore. “It's a very good sea boat,” he says,
“It takes a chap very well,”

Lichterman, wha hid just opened a boat dealership,

The Albury family of beatbuilders has been turning out rugged runabouts, first in woed now In fiberglass, on
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Home Water

PRIZED RUNABOUTS
BOUND FOR SOUTH FLA.

3

PowerBaats, wanted o charnge full bore into the ma-
rine business and thowght the Albury boats fdeal to
Build under license and sell in the Undted States be-
cause they always have a two- oF thiee-year walting
list ol buyvers. A veteran sallboat racer, Lichterman has
been a Melges 24 dealer and ks an avld onoising sailor,
=0 he knows boats and the boating business. e spent
three maonths in the Bahamas documenting in meticu-
lous handwritten notes and drawings the Alburys’
micthasd of bullding their boat

“There ame about fwice as many hours in an Albury
as a comparable boat,” he says, “As simple as these
baaats are, still ir's almost like bailding a }'il.-l."]'ll.' He
sAys his xl1|::|p ke o shorcws, “We are under a YTy
strict license, so we cin't deviale one o™ he BV

Albarrys are simple and clean in design, withour a
kot of compartments or hatches or hardware to break
or cause a headache in cleanup,

The stringers and sides of the hull are foam core, the
botom is solid fberglass, the transom is cored in
wondd, and the deck is foam or wood core, depending
o what the owner wanis. The hull has a keel, a carry-
ower from the wood boat design, which helps the boat
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The Alburys bulld 12 boats & yvear at their shep.

BAHAMIAN BOATS

trck. Lichterman sayvs the holl = mock
solid, partly becawse of that keel bt
also because of the salid Gve-ply combi-
mition glass mart and woven roving Lid
upr in the bottom. “IUs very, very ey
spuff,” he says.

The 23-footer tops oul at 43 or 44
mph wiith a 225 hp $steoke.

Thee hase 23-footer without engine or
steering mins 528 0040, Lichrerman says.
With engine and steering, the price
goes up to 545 00, Dressed up with
hialf toreT, towing fing. exir compur-
ments and twin engines the price
comldd i|.|1'|1|1- Favrsracl Sl (M,

“Thiz will be sovmeone's last hoat,.”
LEChtermmn sy

The Riviera Beach f::.'ili1'!. is huilding
i bt every thiree or four weeks now;
Lichierman wanis 1o hring |'|-1'|::-|,'I|.|.-:'I'i|r11
upr Lo i Dol a week,

The Alburys built their boats with
hand teols until the "S0s, when an
American from Miami introdouced the

Bratbwers fo [erwer tools and a genera-
tor o run thed, “One of Willard's
Brothers, Monroe, was mmeed for the
guy who bhrought [power] o the is
Laml.” Lichierman savs.

Man (3 Woar had no centrally generat
el eleetrcary until the 1hkds,

Albasry bexars are heir o 3 long tecdi
o of eraftsmanship.

“I feel privileged to be part of this,”
Lichrerman says. i

or fRfrenetton, call (5001 803- 7000
or e-mall infof@alburybrothers.com.
www alburybeothers.com

The gmall Albury shap gets visits vear=
reund from Beaters wha want te Bay an
Albury runabout.
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